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Only God Can challenge  ~ Back to school (Ex 4:10-11) 

 

This morning as we come to Mark 7 we are going to experience yet another 

Only God Can episode in the Life of Jesus.  

 

Last week we saw in the preceeding verses that Jesus had mercy on a 

syrophoencian woman—a pagan, gentile, Canaanite woman, who’s daughter 

was demon possessed. Jesus would not deny her humble, persistent faith. 

 

As we proceed into today’s passage, we know from verse 31 that Jesus is 

continuing His tour through Gentile regions. This is a significant piece of 

information in light of the miracle that Jesus will perform. We will discover 

that it has global implications.  

 

Vs. 31 mentions that Jesus is in the region of Decapolis. And we know that 

He is no stranger to the people of Decapolis—they have heard of His mighty 

power because Jesus has had a publicity agent going all around the region of 

Decapolis. Do you remember who it is? Back in chapter 5 Jesus healed a 

uncontrollable demon-possessed man who had a legion of demons. After 

Jesus cast the demons out and the man returned to his right mind, he begged 

to go with Jesus, but Jesus instead sent him back to his own people to tell 

what great things the Lord had done and how God had mercy on Him.  

 

So Mark 5:20 says, “he went away and began to proclaim in Decapolis what 

great things Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed.” So when 

Jesus shows up in Decapolis again, the people bring Him a man in vs. 32 

who is both deaf and mute and they plead with Him to heal him.  

 

In vs. 33 Jesus takes the man aside from the crowd, by himself. Here we see 

the humility, and personable compassion and sensitivity of Jesus. He will not 

make a spectacle of this man nor will he use this man’s affliction to draw a 

crowd for his own popularity.  

Now just pause for a moment and consider the hardship this man lived 

through every day of his life. This man cannot hear or speak. When vs. 32 

says he spoke with difficulty, it should be understood that he spoke with 

great difficulty (NIV—“could hardly speak”). This man lived within the 

prison of His own mind. He could not hear people communicate with him 

and He could not express himself to others.  

 

So how is Jesus going to communicate to the man what He is about to do and 

that He should expect to be healed? How will He stimulate the man’s faith?  

Well it was not uncommon in that time for those who were considered to 

have healing power to use spittle or touch the impaired areas of the body. So 

Jesus is visually conveying to the man what He is going to do for him by 

putting his fingers in his ears and putting spittle on his tongue. Like a good 

Dr. telling you what He’s going to do to you before He does it, Jesus is 

visually explaining to the man what He is about to do.  

 

Then looking to heaven in vs. 34, Jesus let out a deep sigh—a sigh that was 

visible to this man. Jesus was identifying the man’s affliction and then 

turning his eyes to the God of heaven.  

 

And then Jesus speaks! The same voice that created the heavens and the 

earth; the same voice that flung the sun and moon into the sky; the same 

voice that caused trees to take in oxygen, and fish to swim; the same voice 

that created mankind as male and female, spoke! “Ephphatha, be opened!” 

 

Vs. 35: “And His ears were opened, and the impediment of his tongue was 

removed and he began speaking plainly” [clearly, distinctly, with clarity].  

The Greek rendering of this verses is even more dramatic. The sense is that 

the chain of his tongue had been broken—the bond or prison had been 

loosed!  

 

Then in vs. 36-37 Jesus tells the man not to tell anyone about the healing but 

the man just can’t keep quiet. He couldn’t contain His joy that spills over in 

telling others about what Christ had done.  

 

 

 



 

When the people of Decapolis hear of what Jesus has done for this man, 

these Gentiles come to the same conclusion that God came to about Jesus. In 

Mark 1, God said, “You are my beloved Son; in You I am well-pleased.” The 

Gentiles in Mark 7:37 say with astonishment, “He has done all things well; 

He makes even the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”  

 

The people’s response in vs. 37 is the climax of this passage and with it, 

Mark points to what he is ultimately trying to convey to us about Jesus. So 

far we have seen hints of Jesus’ humility, compassion, and certainly His 

power. But is that all that Mark wants us to see? What is the main purpose of 

highlighting this particular work of healing?  

 

What I want to show you now from Mark 7 is that… 

Jesus has come to be the Savior of all those who trust in Him from every 

people and nation.   

 

Now, it would be totally appropriate for you ask a question at this point: “Ty, 

how did you just get from the healing of a deaf man to Jesus being the Savior 

for the whole world?” Well, sometimes you don’t understand the full 

significance of one part of the Bible without understanding how it relates to 

another part of the Bible. There’s an OT promise that makes the healing of 

this deaf man shout to us.  

 

The promise is found in Isaiah 35. The chapters leading up to Isa 35 are a 

pronouncement of doom upon Israel and her neighbors. We get a sense of the 

severe devastation that God’s judgment will bring in chapter 34 to Edom: 

“For the Lord has a day of vengeance, a year of recompense for the cause of 

Zion. Its steams shall be turned to pitch [tar], and its dust into brimstone; its 

land shall become burning pitch. It shall not be quenched night or day; its 

smoke shall ascend forever. From generation to generation it shall lie 

waste…” (Isa 34:8-10). “Do you get the picture? This is a graphic picture of 

divine judgment on a land.”
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 But then chapter 35 breaks in with a ray of hope 

for God’s people , the people of Zion.  
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Listen to the contrast; [Isaiah 35:1-6].  

The healing of this deaf and mute man among the Gentiles points to Jesus not 

only as the messiah of the Jews but of the Savior of the Gentiles. Jesus is the 

fulfillment of Isaiah 35 who will usher in the final restoration of God.  

 

By the way, there is more than just a general correlation here. Tyre and Sidon 

mentioned in Mark 7 are the very land of Lebanon mentioned in Isaiah 35.
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It’s also interesting to discover that when Mark refers to this man speaking 

with great difficulty, he uses the Greek word, mogilalos. The only other time 

this word is used is in the Greek translation of the OT in Isaiah 35:6 where 

we are told the tongue of the mute with shout/sing for joy!—which is 

precisely what the man did in Mark 7.  He could not remain silent! He had 

experienced the Kingdom of God breaking through—the rule of God 

reordering the chaos of our sin-battered world.  

 

God’ blessing of salvation in Isaiah 35 and beyond is ushered in by Jesus 

who will bring God’s mercy not only to the Jews but also to the Gentiles like 

this deaf and mute man in the Decapolis.  

 

This passage should cause us to sing for joy too  just like the mute of Isa 35;  

just like the man in Mark 7; because most of us are not Jews but Gentiles 

who would be without hope and without God in this world had Jesus not 

been willing to cross Gentile borders to bring us the hope of  God’s mercy. 

Those of us who know Christ and have been purchased by His blood will one 

day join in the song of Revelation 5:9, “Worthy art Thou to take the book, 

and to break its seals; for Thou wast slain, and didst purchase for God 

with Thy blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and 

nation.  

 

What Jesus has come to do for you is no less dramatic than what He did for 

the man of Mark 7. He’s come to break the chains of bondage and set our 

souls free from the prison of our sin. He is the Savior of the world, rescuing 

all those who trust in Him from every tribe and language and nation.  
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So what should we come away with from Mark 7? Not only a fresh reminder 

of what Christ can do with His power to heal and restore; we should also 

consider that if we will truly be followers of Jesus it will mean crossing 

borders to announce that God’s mercy has come through the cross of Jesus.  

I realize that not all of us will cross boarders as missionaries, but all of us can 

gain the global heart of Christ. All of us can work and give and pray for the 

joy of all peoples to be found in Christ. We can pray for the people groups in 

the world that still have never heard the gospel in their language. We can 

nurture compassion for those around the world who are being persecuted for 

their faith.  

 

And yet we won’t have an interest in being global believers until the gospel 

becomes the passion of our hearts because Christ is our greatest treasurer. 

We won’t be burdened for the joy of all people until our joy for what Christ 

as done is uncontainable in our own souls. When Jesus breaks into our lives 

and we experience His grace transforming us, we won’t have to exhort each 

other to rejoice or sing or testify to His mercy. We will not be able to keep 

our mouths shut or our keep  joy to ourselves. The reason the church needs to 

be exhorted to worship and lacks a fervent testimony like the man in Mark 7 

is not because Jesus told us to be quiet but because we are out of touch with 

God’s mercy. If you come to church week after week and find it a burden to 

sing and can’t relate to those who delight in God’s word, the problem is 

neither the preacher nor the worship service but a need for personal 

renewal—a reawakening to the intensity and sweetness of God’s grace.  

 

We need revival! In 1980 John Piper preached a sermon on the need for 

revival in American in which he said, “Why is every form of moral impurity 

rampant in our evangelical, Bible-preaching churches? Why is the divorce 

rate as high in the church as it is in the world? Why do the vast majority of 

Christians never introduce anyone to Christ? Why do people laugh their way 

down the aisle to make "decisions"? Why are our churches loaded with 

people who want a part-time, convenient, weekend Christian experience and 

who show no serious interest in spiritual growth? Why do pastors have to 

twist people's arms to give, to serve, to get involved in the work of the 

ministry? Why are church splits so common? Why are so many professing 

Christians barren, empty, hurting, confused, and in spiritual bondage? Why 

is the world so utterly disinterested in what we have to offer?” 

The obvious answer is that we need revival. Believers who can see and hear 

need to pray for those who can’t. We need to return to the Word of God as 

essential for our daily lives and allow the Scriptures to re-awaken us to the 

fear of God and the joy of holiness that can only come from Christ.  

 

In Rev 3:19 Jesus said of the one who is lukewarm, “you say, "I am rich, and 

have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that 

you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, I advise you 

to buy from Me gold refined by fire, that you may become rich, and white 

garments, that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your 

nakedness may not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes, that you 

may see.  

 

The reality is that there are those in the church today struggling with spiritual 

deafness—no wonder so many in the church today are mute. David Garland 

put it this way, “God’s people still do not always open their ears to God. 

They may only hear muffled vibrations and speak in inarticulate grunts.”
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How we need to pray for God to progressively open our ears to the gospel so 

that our mouths can express His worth and share His hope.  

 

If believers can struggle with spiritual deafness, how much greater is our 

need to pray for those in our world who are lost. All of our efforts of 

outreach and evangelism will never surpass or overpower our prayers for 

God to open deaf hears to hear and blind eyes to see.  

 

Today you may have 20/20 vision; you may have perfect hearing; but if your 

soul is not finding its satisfaction and delight in Christ, if your life is 

revolving around you as though God is not the center of your purpose or your 

joy; if His grace is not core of your hope and peace and rejoicing; then you 

are worse off than a man who is blind, deaf, and mute.  

 

Turn to Jesus in humble repentance and faith. He has the power meet your 

need. He has the power to open the ears and eyes of your heart. He has the 

power to cancel out your sin and give you the joy and freedom of 

forgiveness.  
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